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As the Editor-in-Chief of Metabolomics, this continues to
be a personal favourite among our editorial news items

Another incredible year has come and gone. And with
it, comes a new group of truly outstanding award winners
to celebrate! In 2016 Metabolomics took the decision to
applaud our top authors with publication awards, and this
tradition showcases the outstanding research we are proud
and honoured to publish. This annual event is a joy for the
whole editorial team and a wonderful reminder of the privi-
lege we share in highlighting your most impactful research
and reviews.

Metabolomics is delighted to recognise excellence across
two main award categories, with winners selected based on
the highest number of article downloads from our journal in
2025. These include the following:

® Best Paper Award is awarded to the Primary Research
Article with the highest total number of downloads dur-
ing the previous year (Volume 21). The first author of
the winning paper receives a complimentary ebook from
Springer (value 200€). We also highlight the work on
the front cover of Metabolomics.

o The runner-up paper — the first author receives a com-
plimentary ebook from Springer (value 100€).

® Best Review Award is awarded to the Review Article
with the highest total number of downloads also in Vol-
ume 21. The first author of the winning paper receives
complimentary e-books from Springer (value 200€).
Again, we highlight the review on the front cover of
Metabolomics.

® The runner-up paper — the first author receives a com-
plimentary ebook from Springer (value 100€).

>4 Royston Goodacre
roy.goodacre@liverpool.ac.uk

Department of Biochemistry, Cell and Systems Biology,
Centre for Metabolomics Research, Institute of Systems,
Molecular and Integrative Biology, University of Liverpool,
Biosciences Building, Crown Street, Liverpool L69 7ZB, UK

Published online: 07 March 2026

To be eligible for these awards, articles published in
Metabolomics must fall into one of two categories: Pri-
mary Research Papers (including metabolomics standards,
best practice articles, short communications, and letters) or
Review Articles (including white papers). Eligible articles
must have been published in their final form in 2025, which
corresponds to Volume 21.

A big round of applause for our 2026 winners!!!

Best Paper Award published in 2025
Winner —

Puvvula, J., Song, L., Zalewska, K., Alexander, A.,
Manz, K., Braun, J., Pennell, K., DeFranco, E., Ho,
S-M., Leung, Y-K., Huang, S., Vuong, A., Kim, S.,
Percy, Z., Bhashyam, P., Lee, P., Jones, D., Tran, V.,
Kim, D., Calafat, A., Botelho, J. & Chen, A. (2025)
Global metabolomic alterations associated with endo-
crine-disrupting chemicals among pregnant individu-
als and newborns. Metabolomics 21: 20. https://doi.or
2/10.1007/s11306-024-02219-7.

Runner up —

Arulvasan, W., Greenwood, J., Ball, M., Chou, H.,
Coplowe, S., Birch, O., Gordon, P., Ratiu, A., Lam,
E., Tardelli, M., Szkatulska, M., Swann, S., Levett, S.,
Mead, E., van Schooten, F-J., Smolinska, A., Boyle,
B. & Allsworth, M. (2025) Optimized breath analysis:
customized analytical methods and enhanced work-
flow for broader detection of VOCs. Metabolomics
21: 17. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11306-024-02218-8.

Best Review Award published in 2025
Winner —

Albahri, J., Allison, H., Whitehead, K.A. & Muhama-

dali, H. (2025) The role of salivary metabolomics
in chronic periodontitis: bridging oral and systemic
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diseases. Metabolomics 21: 24. https://doi.org/10.100
7/s11306-024-02220-0.

Runner up —

Emwas, AH., Zacharias, H.U., Alborghetti, M.R.,
Gowda, G.A., Raftery.,, D., McKay, R.T., Chang,
C-k., Saccenti, E., Gronwald, W., Schuchardt, S.,
Leiminger, R., Merzaban, J., Madhoun, N.Y., Igbal,
M., Alsiary, R.A., Shivapurkar, R., Pain, A., Shanmu-
gam, D., Ryan, D., Roy, R., Schirra, H.J., Morris, V.,
Zeri, A.C., Alahmari, F., Kaddurah-Daouk, R., Salek,
R.M., LeVatte, Berjamskii, M., Lee, B. & Wishart,
D.S. (2025) Recommendations for sample selection,
collection and preparation for NMR-based metabolo-
mics studies of blood. Metabolomics 21: 66. https://do
1.0org/10.1007/s11306-025-02259-7.
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I hope you enjoy these outstanding papers and review.
Happy Reading!

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License,
which permits any non-commercial use, sharing, distribution and
reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropri-
ate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if you modified the licensed
material. You do not have permission under this licence to share
adapted material derived from this article or parts of it. The images or
other third party material in this article are included in the article’s Cre-
ative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to
the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Com-
mons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regu-
lation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission
directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.
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