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Metabolomics welcomes Dr Julia Kuligowski as our new Executive 
Editor

Royston Goodacre1

1  A brief bio for Julia Kuligowski

Julia is a senior researcher at the Neonatal Research Group 
of the Health Research Institute La Fe in Valencia, Spain. 
She is an internationally recognised expert in metabolomics, 
with a particular focus on neonatal health and nutrition. At 
the Neonatal Research Group, she leads a multidisciplinary 
team dedicated to advancing the clinical application of mass 
spectrometry-based metabolomics.

Julia was awarded her PhD in 2011 from the University 
of Valencia and her doctoral studies involved the develop-
ment of chemometrics for the on-line hyphenation of liquid 
chromatography and infrared spectroscopy. After her PhD 
Julia took up a postdoctoral research position at the Health 
Research Institute where she began developing her research 
on the detection of molecular biomarkers in newborn bioflu-
ids, particularly in infants with hypoxic-ischemic encepha-
lopathy and persistent pulmonary hypertension. This work 
expanded to include the development of untargeted metabo-
lomics workflows tailored to the challenges of neonatal 
research, alongside the validation of oxidative and nitrosa-
tive stress biomarkers in preterm infants. As her research 
progressed, she placed increasing emphasis on translational 
aspects, investigating how maternal diet, as well as the han-
dling and processing of donor human milk, influence milk 
composition and contribute to emerging personalised nutri-
tion strategies. More recently, she has focused on develop-
ing innovative approaches to human milk supplementation, 
exploring the use of extracellular vesicles enriched with 
functional lipids for the prevention of necrotizing entero-
colitis in preterm infants. She also develops translational 
tools, including point-of-care sensors and rapid screening 
approaches based on vibrational spectroscopy, helping to 
bridge the gap between laboratory discoveries and clinical 
practice.

Julia is an active member of the international metabo-
lomics and extracellular vesicle communities, contributing 
to initiatives including the Metabolomics Quality Assurance 

In this editorial I am delighted to welcome Dr Julia Kuli-
gowski as one of our new Executive Editor. I’ll also dis-
cuss our affiliation with the Metabolomics Society, our 
move to Metabolomics being fully Open Access, as well as 
future Special Issues that are currently underway and being 
planned.

Last year marked a significant milestone for our jour-
nal, as we established an affiliation with the Metabolomics 
Society. I am delighted to let you know that Metabolomics 
is now the society’s official journal. The formation of this 
partnership featured on the July 2025 (Volume 21, Issue 4) 
front cover, which marks the month this relationship offi-
cially came into effect. This cover is reproduced in Fig. 1.

Last year we restructured the editorial board of Metab-
olomics (Goodacre, 2025), and I am thrilled to announce 
that Julia Kuligowski from the Health Research Institute 
La Fe, Valenica, Spain has joined our journal as one of its 
new Executive Editors. Julia’s appointment reflects our new 
affiliation between the journal and society and allows direct 
interactions to be made between both parties. Executive 
Editors are individuals who play a key role in managing and 
editing manuscripts submitted to the journal for publication 
consideration. Julia joins this team along with our existing 
Executive Editors: Warwick (Rick) Dunn from the Univer-
sity of Liverpool in the UK, who also acts as our Reviews 
Editor; Roan Louw from North-West University in South 
Africa; María Eugenia Monge from CIBION-CONICET in 
Argentina; and Sastia Putri from Osaka University in Japan.

Welcome on board Julia!!!
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and Quality Control Consortium, and the ISEV Milk Task 
Force. In 2025 she was elected by the society members to 
be part of the Board of Directors of the Metabolomics Soci-
ety. Julia serves the society as the Chair of its Publications 
Committee and is also a member of LipidMet, which is the 
society’s task group dedicated to advancing lipidomics.

Passionate about scientific communication and outreach, 
Julia is dedicated to fostering collaboration, promoting rig-
orous and standardised science, and conveying the value 
of research to a wider audience. She actively contributes 
to dissemination initiatives that support breastfeeding and 
natural lactation and regularly takes part in interactive sci-
ence workshops for children and families (Fig. 2).

2  Metabolomics is now open access

A significant milestone in the journal’s journey is that in 
January 2026 Metabolomics flipped to being fully Open 
Access (OA).

Springer Nature has established a range of open access 
agreements and memberships with consortia and institu-
tions worldwide. In addition, many institutions and research 
funders offer APC support for open access publishing. Rec-
ognising that not all authors have access to such funding, 
Springer Nature also provides discount and waiver poli-
cies to support them. If you are not covered by any of these 
agreements but would still like to submit and publish in 
Metabolomics, please feel free to contact the journal. You 
may be eligible to apply for an individual waiver, and your 
APC could potentially be fully covered.

More details on OA and APC can be found online: ​h​t​t​​p​s​:​/​​
/​l​i​​n​k​.​​s​p​r​i​n​g​e​r​.​c​o​m​/​j​o​u​r​n​a​l​/​1​1​3​0​6​/​u​p​d​a​t​e​s​/​2​7​8​0​3​6​2​0​​​​​.​​

3  Check out our special issues

Finally, we have a number of Special Issues currently in pro-
duction and if your work fits within these areas then please 
consider sending your work to us for consideration – and if 
in doubt please get in contact with the Guest Editors. These 
Special Issues include:

	● Advances in Single Cell and Spatial Metabolomics: 
From Analytical Innovation to Biological Discovery. 
This is currently open for submissions and is being 
edited by two new Editorial Advisory Board members 
Dong-Hyun Kim from the University of Nottingham in 
the UK and Nicholas (Nik) Rattray from the University 
of Strathclyde in Scotland.

	● Early Metabolomic Signatures of Cardiometabolic Risk. 
This will be listed online soon and will be edited by our 
EAB member Carina Mels from North-West University 
in South Africa.

	● The Dark Metabolome is currently under discussions 
and there will be more online announcements soon. 
This Special Issue will be edited by our new Editorial 

Fig. 2  Julia Kuligowski our new Executive Editor

 

Fig. 1  Metabolomics front cover from July 2025: Volume 21, Issue 4. 
This and all our front covers can be seen online: ​h​t​t​​​​p​s​​:​/​/​l​​i​​n​​k​.​s​​p​r​​i​n​g​e​​r​.​c​
o​m​/​j​o​u​r​n​a​l​/​1​1​3​0​6​/​u​p​d​a​t​e​s​/​1​7​3​4​5​8​4​6​​​​​​​​
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Advisory Board Justin van der Hooft from Wageningen 
University in The Netherland.

I am personally very grateful to all our Guest Editors for 
their input into what will be fantastic Special Issues.

In closing, I hope like me you are enjoying the new look 
Metabolomics, are delighted that Metabolomics is now the 
official journal of the Metabolomics Society, and are excited 
by our flip to open access as well as our new editorial 
appointments and plans for dedicated issues of Metabolo-
mics to topical themes.
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